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encouraging words made me feel one step
closer to normal again!

These days when we get together or see kids in
our alley, the picture is a little different.
The kids who were once the oldest, the ones
ours and so many others looked up to, have
gone on to college and/or moved out. Now, it's
our kids who are some of the oldest on the
block. The kids who were, just yesterday it
seems, the toothless kindergartners learning to
ride bikes instead of trikes and helping outwith
their own younger siblings! These are the ones
who are now in driver’s ed classes and
babysitting other people's kids! When did all
this happen! Ahhh.

We could not have chosen amore perfect place
when we were looking 17 years ago.
We've been happy here in this little slice of
small-town within the City limits. We've
always been grateful our families have crossed
paths, especially during a time when we’re all
trying to raise good kids in a tough world.

On Our Street, we watch out for each other.
We listen and support each other. We learn
from each other. We can call on each other in
case of emergencies. We’ve got your back
when you’re out of town. We know where to
bring your trash cans when you’re gone. Plants
and pets? We care for them, too.

On Our Street, we know each others' extended
families.Weknowwhen towish themwell, get
well soon, or happy birthday. We even know
when they're coming to town for a visit so we
can be sure to stop by and say hello!

Our kids made friends we hope last their
lifetime, and same for the adults. If friendships
like ours can stand the test of time, then we're
the real winners. When we’re old and gray,
planning 80th birthday parties in place of 40th
and 50th parties, we know we'll see you there!

Are You Living Well in Lowry?
Ten years ago this story was on the cover.
It surfaced again after rummaging through some
old issues. Although it’s been edited a bit to
reflect our lives today, the underlying message
still applies. Funny, isn't it, how even as Lowry
changes andgrowsup, our communitynevergoes
out of style? Enjoy!

*******
If you’re reading this, you may already be living
well in Lowry! Over July 4th weekend, several
families on our block gathered in the alley,
watched the kids ride around, throw water
balloons at each other (and us), play yard games
and eat hot dogs off the grill while slurping down
watermelon. Now, this is what it’s all about.

Wemoved toLowry 17 years ago fromParkHill.
We were newlyweds with no kids at the time.
We knew, though, we had picked the perfect
neighborhood for when life took us to that next
chapter. We closed on our home on Halloween
2005 and moved in the following weekend.

The first time our doorbell rang it was our next
door neighbor carrying a very fresh, and very
warm, loaf of pumpkin bread. Where am I,
I thought? Doesn’t that stuff just happen in the
movies? Apparently it happens here, too!

A couple weeks later, we were invited to another
get together where we met a few more families
and their little ones.Lookingback, it’s easy to see
that nightwas thebeginningof the friendshipswe
hold on to today.

Our street has 12 houses.Within those 12 houses,
there are almost 20 kids. It’s hard to imagine
a time when there was even half that number.
We joined The Kids Club in the spring of 2007.
We brought our newborn son home on a day that
coincided with an impromptu block party.
Thank goodness for the timing because talking to
other first-time moms on the block, getting
advice, having a drink and hearing their
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Our Lowry Kids, circa 2015

Of course, it's not just our street in Lowry.
You can see it everywhere you go around
here, you can feel it. That’s why so many
people want to live here.

In Lowry, you'll always be able to call on
your neighbor for just about anything from a
cup of sugar or to watch over your kids in a
pinch. You'll be able to plan happy hour for
no reason other than an excuse to see each
other. You'll always be able to try out a new
recipe on an unsuspecting neighbor and get
an honest opinion. A block or two in almost
any direction will take you to a park where
the kids can run around safely. And, now
more so thanever, you'll alwaysbeable tohit
the grocery store, the coffee shop, dinner or
go for ice cream in no time (or all four if the
mood strikes you). Because, in Lowry,
we have it all.
Wealways said, ifweever leave,wewishwe
could take Our Street and the people on it
with us.

See you on the porch,
Julie A. Landen


