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Luke’s sister, Phebe (age 11) and welcoming
us to the neighborhood. Our neighbors have
continued to be a huge support through our
journey and will always have a place in our
boat. Yet, there is still anoceanofpeoplewho
know nothing of our pain and nothing about
the evil that is DIPG.

DIPG is a tumor located in a part of the brain
stem called the pons. The pons controls
essential bodily functions such as heartbeat,
breathing, swallowing, eye movement,
eyesight and balance. This type of tumor
affects children almost exclusively; typically,
between the ages of 4 and 11. Those affected
are deprived of the ability to move,
communicate, eat, drink, and sometimes
even to smile, and all the while they remain
cognitively intact knowing exactly what's
happening to their bodies. Although there
are some promising clinical trials, children
with DIPG receive the same treatment
options that were offered over 50 years ago:
radiation and palliative care. Thankfully,
thereareextremelydedicatedphysiciansand
researchers across the globe who work
tirelessly to find better treatment options
and a cure for DIPG; some right here
atChildren’sHospital Colorado, anationwide
leader in this research.

Throughout this pandemic, it's been said that
the world was forced to slow down,
to get back to the simple things and spend
more time with family and community.
Do you know your neighbors? I urge you to
rally your neighborhood and join the fight
against DIPG by participating in the
3rd Annual Fall Fest 5K in honor of Luke.
This event is virtual during the month of
November. You may walk, ride, or run and
we'll provide a playlist to move to!
All proceeds go to the amazingDIPG research
team at Children’s Hospital Colorado.

What an inconvenience…I think we can all
agree on that sentiment regarding COVID.
This pandemic disrupted our routines,
vacations, businesses, schools, gatherings,
andwreaked havoc on ourmental health and
that of our children. Most importantly,
we cannot forget the lives lost and the
suffering associated with this pandemic.
A common theme heard throughout this
unsettling time is we are all in this storm
together, but in many different boats.

I would like to share a story fromour family’s
boat. In April 2018, our world was shattered
when we learned our son, Luke, had an
aggressive, fatal, inoperable brain tumor
called DIPG (Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine
Glioma). Luke was a happy, healthy, loving,
articulate 5-year-old boy who experienced
sudden symptoms. In one week, after two
visits to the pediatrician, we were in the ER
at Children’s Hospital Colorado.
Two radiation attempts later, along with
much hope, our Lukie left this world just 17
days after diagnosis. Hewas a son, a brother,
a nephew, a cousin, a grandson, and a friend;
a hole left in a community.

Since that dreadful day in April 2018,
our boat has been consistently rocked.
Somejumpedoutof theboatandjumpedback
in, some left the boat completely, some are
swimming back to us and some who were
once strangers are now like family because
they're actually in the same boat having also
tragically lost a child.

Fourmonths after Luke died, wemoved from
thepainfulmemoriesandourhomeinCentral
Park to our current home in Lowrywherewe
were quickly welcomed by our neighbors.
It was as if we had been plucked out of our
darkness and moved into a neighborhood
from the 1950s; children were immediately
knocking on our door to play with

Pediatric cancer is not a pandemic, but is
stealing way too many innocent lives
and destroying families in its wake;
something that deserves public outcry.
Did you know that brain cancer is the
#1 disease-related killer of our children?
Federal funding does not come close to
meeting the needs of pediatric cancer
research, so events like this are imperative
to providing hope for those who suffer this
horrible fate.

Register at
https://runsignup.com/fallfest5k

Please share photos of your participation on
social media tagged with #FF5K
and #LowryForLuke to represent our
wonderful neighborhood!

Thank you for your support!
Cam, Jill, Phebe & Luke Morin

The Morin Family, August 2017
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Do you know your neighbors?


